Egyvilág (Oneworld)
A book on how the world works and people’s lives

In this book I am trying to collect and organize:
1) All that is important to know about how the world works, and
2) All the important ideas that can help people live life in a clever way.
For the first part, I see that the essence of most topics, books, areas can be told relatively briefly and
simply. The idea is to methodically gather these essences across all areas, explore their connections,
and give people an objective, consistent and complete worldview. This will be useful for the wider
audience, many of whom do not ever hear about much of the important facts. But it will be useful for
professionals, too, who tend to focus on their specialization, and are susceptible to lose sight of the
wider perspective. I also hope to get people’s views and thus themselves closer to one another
eventually.
For the second part, there is much hearsay, ideological and dogmatic prescriptions and literary
wisdom in circulation, which, while contain many good ideas, are typically rather disorganized,
deficient and controversial. Interestingly, there is relatively little science to answer how to best live our
lives. I do not claim that my book will give a scientific solution, either. What I am trying is to filter out
what is usable, and present it in a clear-cut, unified manner.
My project goes counter to today’s tendencies in a few ways. On the one hand, it is broad, the
broadest possible indeed, in this world of specialization. This is not to underrate the latter – I am
perfectly aware of the benefits specialization and professionalism brought to the world, and I do
appreciate it. I just think that a measure of shift back towards broader thinking could help to solve
many of the world’s problems. For example it would let people better know themselves, understand
each other and judge complex questions such as ethics, societal questions, and well… how to live life
well.
On the second hand, it is pure text – thoughts only – no multimedia, no spectacle. And it expects the
reader to think – which is, again, not always much encouraged in today’s world. Not encouraged, even
though what is fundamental to happiness, to how people treat one another, and to how the world
goes, is what is in people’s heads, the quality of broad ideas within. Just recall that people are not that
much happier these days than they were in ancient times. Putting a clear and realistic image in
people’s heads could be the key to consolidate our new world, it would help to use our new
technologies wisely, and to behave responsibly, like a truly sentient species.
When looking at the scope and aim of my project, many ask if I imagine that I know everything, or if I
try to prescribe people how to live their lives. The answer to both is no. One thing that shows this is
that I am trying to involve my audience in the writing phase already, to tell me what I miss and where
I am wrong. For this, I have created a homepage:
egyvilag.hu
Here people can find the manuscript, which is cut up into 168 parts, and there is a questionnaire and
a forum for each part, by which readers can give feedback and discuss openly. The homepage and the
book are in Hungarian – at least until it gets translated. However, it is useful to give a look to the
homepage and the manuscript, even if you don’t speak Hungarian: you can have an impression of the
project, its size and organized structure, the quality of my work and the progress already made.
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As far as I know this is something that has never been done before. A usual objection is that this is
just another encyclopedia. No, it’s not. First, this is a thematic book, following the logic of the world’s
build-up, not an alphabetical collection. Second, while my book can be read in pieces by picking
different topics out of it, it is primarily to be read in its whole, giving the reader a complete worldview.
Encyclopedias are not to be read from the beginning to the end. Third, encyclopedias usually just
collect what is already out there, while in my book there are new ideas, too. Fourth, encyclopedias are
usually written by many people – which can be a challenge to their consistency. Fifth, they usually do
not deal with matters of life.
My project is innovative in a number of different ways:
1) With its theme and aim.
2) With my attempt to involve the audience as described.
3) With its form. For example I use different font sizes and bolding throughout the book to mark
out the most important of the important.
4) With its technical side. While the published manuscript is in Word and PDF, I use Excel to
manage my background notes, with a lot of custom Visual Basic code to assist in writing and
publishing. I reckon that this system of document management could in itself be useful for
other authors later.
A significant part of the project is already done. Not only what is published on the homepage, but I
also have detailed background notes for the whole book. These notes contain everything I want to talk
about and describe the structure on all levels. You should also see that I regard this project as the main
achievement of my life, so I have a strong resolution to take it to the end, to see the book in print. And
it does not have to end with me: it can be updated and perfected later on to serve people for a long
time.
You can contact me by this email: egyvilag@gmail.com
A few additions to illustrate this introduction follow.
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Two sample pages from the manuscript. This first is the cover page of one of the parts (The elements
of intellect):
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This is from within another part. (The logic of evolution):
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Screenshots of the homepage. The main page:

The index page for the manuscript parts:
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The top of the questionnaire:

A forum page:
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A sneak-peek into my notes:

My custom search engine:
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From notes to the manuscript:
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